
Foundation Diploma in Art & Design

Are you interested in Art & Design?

This intensive one year pre-degree Foundation Diploma in 
Art & Design allows you to explore the many areas of art 
and design before choosing an area in which to specialise, 
making it the ideal preparation for entry onto a degree 
course, without the cost of year Zero University fees.

The Foundation Diploma in Art & Design at Belfast Met is 
long established and nationally respected.  The course will 
help you generate ideas, challenge you to develop your 
critical thinking, encourages experimentation and helps 
develop your research methods. 

The BTEC Foundation Diploma in Art & Design is a 
nationally recognised qualification, which carries between 165 and 285 UCAS Tariff points. It is the 
equivalent level to a ‘Year Zero’ on a degree programme but with a number of advantages:

Belfast Met Foundation Diploma A Typical University Year Zero

Fees Free - Yes, no fees! £3575 up to £9000

Length of Course 32 Weeks (Sept - May) 24 Weeks

Taught Hours 600hrs staff teaching time 320hrs

Total number of students 54 170-225

Group size 3 groups each with 18 students 25-35

Assigned Personal Tutor Assigned personal tutor who deals with 
individual progression of students, including 
UCAS application, interviews and portfolio.

Financial Support Available Support grant given which does not need 
to be repaid

Student loan that must be repaid

Additional support may be 
applied for where appropriate

• EMA (£30 per week for ages 16-19)
• Travel pass (available for students 
travelling more than 3 miles where no 
nearer course is available)
• FE Award (through WELB)
• College Support Fund Bursary

Progression To year one of degree courses at your 
choice of University across the UK and 
Ireland.

May be restricted to year one of 
degree course at same University 
as year zero

Qualification Foundation Diploma in Art & Design
Transferrable UCAS points (from 165 to 
285) to gain entry to other courses.

Not a national qualification

Art & Design is a popular career 
pathway and a Foundation Diploma 
is a direct route into many degree 
courses, including: 

• Graphics
• Illustration
• Film studies
• Photography
• Fashion & Textiles
• Game design
• Car Design
• 3D design
• Animation
• Theatre Prop Design
• Theatre Costume Design

• Special Effects 
• Fine Art Painting
• Sculpture
• Jewellery
• Silversmithing
• Interior design
• Architecture
• Ceramics
• Printmaking



Entry Requirements

Essential Criteria:
• One GCE A level and five GCSEs at grades A-C (including 

English language and Maths); or
• An Art & Design related BTEC National Diploma and five 

GCSEs at grades A-C (including English language and 
Maths); or

• An Irish Leaving Certificate with Higher Level passes at 
grade C; or

• Equivalent Qualifications; or
• Sufficient relevant experience*.
• In addition, applicants must present a portfolio of their 

artwork as part of the selection process.

* Applicants who wish to be considered on the basis of their 
experience must include details of this experience with their 
application form.

Course Codes:
Full-Time 1 year   
Millfield City Centre Campus - C3069 101F
Castlereagh Campus - C3069 104F
No fees are required for this Full Time 
course.

Part-Time 2 years.
Millfield City Centre Campus - C3069 101P
There is a fee attached to the part time 
course only.

Find more information on our blog:
http://fadbelfastmet.wordpress.com

Millfield City Centre Campus
Course Co-ordinator:  
Eilish Murray-Bergin
School Administrator:   
Lynn McIIroy 
LMcIlroy@belfastmet.ac.uk
Telephone: 028 9026 5327

Former Student Testimonials

I have developed as an artist, able to deal with everything 
thrown at me. I have a new found confidence in my work 
because of my journey through this course, and have grown 
as an artist and a person. Relieved that its over, saddened 
that its ending. Glad to have done it all and would do it 
over again a million times.
Ciaran McGuinness - Currently studying Illustration 
at the University for the Creative Arts in Farnham

I thoroughly enjoyed my time at Belfast Met. The staff were 
incredibly supportive and knowledgeable and helped me 
develop my creative thinking skills as well as practical skills 
in ceramics, print, photography and in the bronze foundry. 
Since leaving Belfast Met I have been a Director of Catalyst 
Arts and am currently gallery manager of R-Space in 
Lisburn.
Rob Hilken - Currently working as a professional 
artist and gallery manager  

The staff on the course brought a wealth of knowledge and 
experience. The greatest thing I took from the course was 
the accessibility of tutors, a dedicated staff team that were 
generous with their time. Having attended various courses 
in other institutions since, I can’t adequately articulate how 
unique this is.

On leaving the course I felt I had a greater understanding 
of the direction I wanted to take as an artist (painting) but 
I also felt I had received a good, supported, opportunity to 
explore the likes of print and sculpture. Both of which have 
gone on to influence my practice.
Stephen Millar – Currently doing a postgraduate 
degree in Art Therapy

Former Student Testimonials

I couldn’t have asked for a better introduction to art and 
design. The tutors were very knowledgeable and helpful, and 
they created a really supportive environment. I started the 
course unsure about what I wanted to do, and left confident 
and excited about a career as an artist.
Michael Hanna – Currently working as a professional 
artist  

Castlereagh Campus
Course Co-ordinator:  
Mark Chambers 
School Administrator:  
Patricia Johnston 
Telephone: 028 9070 8231

E-Mail:  
CSIinfo@belfastmet.ac.uk 
(Both Campuses)


